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his countrymen could fail ultimately to see through the gangster.
But that penetration might come too late. He did see the risk
that, for all that the recognized leaders were doing in the matter
with their parties, the battle might go to the gangster by default.
But with a national leader, a national party, there would be no
default. The critics who talk of fevered imagination do not see
that the only criticism that can be directed against him politically
is that he took so long to see that the Stresemann policy needed
a great Stresemann party, and that where imagination betrayed
him was not in the political sphere but the physical. He imagined
many things and greatly; he never imagined he was so ill as he
was. Yet it was fortified by imagination, the true and the false,
that he went to The Hague.
As the difficulties at home cleared away with the formation of
the government and the acceptance of the agreement in principle
of the report by the German and French governments his health
improved. Progress was better for him than any sanatorium, and
a final almost unharassed rest at Baden restored, not indeed
his old health—that was impossible—but much of his old strength.
He worked out his future action in detail. The economic side
did not trouble him much; it was the political success that he
wanted, a greater success than Locarno. As irreducible minima
he wanted definite evacuation and definite progress in disarma-
ment, and if possible an agreement on the Saar. There could be
no question of a new Locarno understanding., no Thoiry trustful-
ness. The supplementing of Locarno must be made one of
concrete and immediate results.
The dramatic—perhaps over-dramatic—history of the Hague
conference is told in many books; there is no need to repeat it
here. The preliminaries were difficult; it was only after much
argument that the quarrelling creditor powers finally agreed to
hold a conference, not merely to receive the Young plan, but,
as it was quaintly phrased, for "the liquidation of all questions
left over from the war." There would thus be two conferences
—the political and the economic. In Stresemann's view the latter
would be formal, the former must be creative. The delegates met,
as they had always done, in an atmosphere of verbal confidence

